Proper Disposal Techniques 
of Unacceptable Household Hazardous Waste 
at Special One-Day Collection
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Due to budget restrictions the Northwest Missouri Regional Council of Governments and Northwest Missouri Regional Solid Waste District suggest disposing of the unacceptable waste in the following manner. 
The following methods are all safe and acceptable ways to properly clear your home.
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Latex Paint

Latex Paint is safe to put in the trash when dry. 
· To dry small amounts of remaining latex paint brushing it onto newspaper, cardboard, etc. and discard when dry. 
· For larger amounts let the can dry out in a well–ventilated area and add cat litter, sawdust, or sand to speed up the drying process. 
OR

Store leftover latex paint for touch–ups; properly stored paint can remain usable for 10–15 years.

Give paint to someone who can use it, such as a church, civic group, or other local organization.
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Use the Paint Calculator that can be found at: http://www.truevaluepaint.com/content/calculators/default.aspx for your next project, and avoid waste.

Motor Oil 
There are many regional automotive stores and/or mechanic shops that accept motor oil for FREE to be recycled or used in a waste oil furnace for heat during the winter. Do not mix anything in used motor oil or it can not be accepted.
Drop-off locations:

· City of Tarkio Maintenance Barn located at 408 Elm Street – contact Ed Taylor at (660)736-4941 or (660)623-0563 to schedule drop-off
· Steiny's Machine Shop located on Willow Street in Stanberry - call (660)783-2048 to schedule drop-off

· O'Reilly Auto Parts located on South Main Street in Maryville – call (660)582-3171 for questions
· Wal-Mart Automotive located on South Main Street in Maryville – call (660)562-0213 for questions
· Grant City - call (660)564-3773 to schedule drop-off or for questions
Some facilities have maximum amounts that will be accepted free of charge per day, call if you have questions
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Needles and Syringes may be properly disposed of in the home by following these suggested steps:

1. Avoid recapping needles

2. Place in a heavy-duty, puncture resistant container

· Plastic detergent bottle

· Empty bleach bottle

· Sharps container from pharmacy

3. Add one teaspoon of bleach

4. Secure lid with duct tape; write “Medical Waste” in permanent ink on container

5. Dispose in trash, NOT recyclables 

6. NEVER use coffee cans, milk jugs or glass containers for needle disposal

Pharmaceuticals
Do not flush medicines! - This practice can harm the beneficial bacteria that break down waste in septic systems and wastewater treatment plants. Also, municipal wastewater treatment facilities are not designed to remove all the ingredients from the medicines in the treatment process. Untreated or partially treated pharmaceuticals are then released into nearby lakes, rivers or groundwater. Scientists are concerned about the effect pharmaceuticals are having on the environment and wildlife. Studies over the years have found trace amounts of pharmaceuticals and personal care products in drinking water supplies. Adverse health effects may occur if individuals are exposed to drugs in their water supply, so it is important to properly manage pharmaceutical waste.
To help reduce pharmaceutical waste:

· Take prescription medicines as directed. 
· Talk to your doctor or pharmacist if you have questions about your prescription or other medicines.
· Only purchase and use essential pharmaceuticals. 
To Dispose of pharmaceuticals follow these suggested steps:

Solid Medications
· Remove from the original container and put the contents into a hard plastic container such as a laundry detergent bottle. 
· Add a small amount of water to dissolve the medicine. 
· Add a thickening material such as cat litter, flour, salt, charcoal or coffee grounds. Nontoxic powdered spice such as turmeric or mustard may be added to discourage wildlife or young children from trying to eat the resulting material.
· Recap and seal the container with duct tape. 
· Place it in the trash just prior to pick-up.
Liquid Medications
· Remove from the original container and put the contents into a hard plastic container such as a laundry detergent bottle. 
· Add a thickening material such as cat litter, flour, salt, charcoal or coffee grounds. Nontoxic powdered spice such as turmeric or mustard may be added to discourage wildlife or young children from trying to eat the resulting material.
· Recap and seal the new container with duct tape. 
· Place it in the trash just prior to pick-up.
Blister Packages (Foil-wrapped pill containers and patches)
· Keep these items in their original packaging.  
· Wrap the pack with a thick tape such as duct tape.
· Place the pack into a hard plastic container such as a laundry detergent
· Seal the container and place it in the trash just prior to pick-up.
